[Anesthesiologic considerations in non-university heart surgery].
The non-debatable need for expansion of cardiac surgery beyond the university hospitals was recognized in Austria ten years ago. Such development put an additional strain on the scarce resources of Anesthesia Service and Intensive-Care-Unit (ICU) facilities. To cope with the increase of the ICU patient load the change of ICU admission and discharge criteria was necessary. The economic burden for the hospital was in our case a limiting factor for the number of heart operations, soon the emergency cases and high-risk cardiac patients forced the hospital administration to accept the reality. It took more than five years to change from necessary improvisation to full organization of the Cardiac Service which is presently interwoven into the existing hospital structures. Such interdisciplinary solution (surgery, medical service, anesthesia) is in authors' opinion superior to an isolated cardiac surgical center.